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The great seal was left in Guilford's cus¬

tody; but a marked indignity was at the same
time offered to him. It was determined that
another lawyer ot more vigor and audacity
should be called to assist in the administra¬
tion. The person selected was Sir George
Jeffreys, Chief Justice of the Court of the
King's Bench. The depravity of this man

hat patted into a proverD Both the great
English parties have attacked his memory
Witn emulous violence; for the Whigs con¬

sidered him their mot barbarous enemy, and
the Tories found it convenient to throw on

him the blame ol all, the crimes which had
sullied their triumph A diligent and can¬

did inquiry syiil show that some frightful sto¬
ries whicli had been told concerning him are

false or exaggerated, yet the dispassionate
historian will be able to make very little de¬
duction from the vast mass of infamy with
which the memory of the wicked judge has
been loaded
He was a man of quick and vigorous parts,

but constitutionally prone to insolence and
to the angry passions. When just emerging
from boyhood, he bad risen into practice at
the Old Bailey bar, a* bar where advocates
have always used a license of tongue un¬
known in Westminister Hall. Here, du¬
ring many years, his chief business was to
examine and to cross-examine the most har¬
dened miscreants of a great capital. Daily
conflicts with prostitutes and thieves called
out and exercised his powers so effectually
that he became the most consumate bully
ever known in his profession. All tender¬
ness for the feelings of others, all self-respect,
all sense of the becoming were obliterated from
bis mind. He acquired a boundless com¬
mand of the rhetoric in which the vulgar ex¬

press hatred and contempt. The profusion
of maledictions and vituperative epithets
whicli composed his vocabulary could hardly
have been rivalled in the Fish market or the
bear garden. His countenance and his voice
must always have been unamiable; but these
natural advantages.for su cheseems to have
thought them.he had improved to such a

degree that there were few who, in his par-
ox} sins of rage, could \ee or hear him with¬
out emotion. Imprudence, and ferocity sat
upon his brow! The glare of his eyes had
a fascination for the unhappy victim on whom
they were fixed; yet his brow and eye were
said to be less eirible than the savage lines
of his mouth. His yell of fi'ry, as was said
by one who h.id often heard, it sounded like
the thunder of the judgment da}-. These
qualification's he carried, while still a young
man, from the bar to the bench. He early
became a sargeant, and then recorder of
London. As judge at the city sessions he
exhibited the same propensitiesWhich aftei-
wsrd, in a higher post, gained for him an
unenviable immortality. Already might be
remarked in him the most odious vice whicli
is incident to human nature, a delight in mis¬
ery There was a fiendish exultation in the
way in which he pronounced sentence on of¬
fenders. Their weeping aud imploring-
seemed to titillate him voluptuously; and he
leved to scare them into fits by dilating with
luxuriant amplification on all the details of
what they were to suffer Thus when he
had opportunity of ordering an unlucky
adventuress to be whipped at the cart's tail,
"Hangman," he would exclaim, "I charge
you to pay particular attention to this, lady !
Scourge her soundly, man! Scourge lier
till the blood runs down! It is Christmas; a
cool time for madam to strip in! See that
you warm her shoulders thoroughly!" He
was hardly less facetious when he passed
judgment on Ludowic Muggleton, the drunk-
en tailor who fancied himself a prophet.-.
"Impudent rogue!" roared Jeffreys, "thou
.halt have an easy, easy, easy punishment!"
One part of this easy punishment was the
pillory, in, which the wretched fanatic was
almost killed with brickbats
By this time the nature of Jeffreys had

been hardened to that temper which tyrants
require in their worst implements. He had
hitherto looked for professional advancement
to the corporation of London He had there¬
fore professed to himself a Roundhead, and
had always appeared to be in a higher state
of exhileration when lie exclaimed to Popish
priests that t^ey were to be cnt down alive,
and were to see their own bodies burned,
than when he passed ordinary sentence- of
death. But as soon as had got all that the
city could give, ha made haste to sell his
forehead of brass aud his tongue of vernom
to the court, Chiffinch who was accustomed
to act as a broker in infamous contracts of
more than one kind, lent his aid. He had
conducted many amotous and many political
intrigues, but he assuredly never rendered a
more, scandalous service to his master then
when he introduced Jeffreys to Whitehall..
The renegade soon found a patron in the ob-
durate and revengeful James, but was always
regarded with scorn and disgust by Charles,
whose faults, great as they were, had no af¬
finity with insolence and cruel it v. "That
man," said the king, "has no learning, no

sense, no manners, and more impudence than
ten carteil street-walkers." Work was to be
done, however, which could be trusted to no
man who reverenced law, or was sensible of
shaine; and t'.ioa Jeffreys, at an a?re at which
a bairister tlitnks himself fortunate if he is
.mployed to lead an important cause, was made
Chief Justice of the King's Bench.

His enemies could not denv that he pos-sessed some of the qualities of a great Judge.
His legal knowledge indeed, was merely
such as lie had picked up in practice of no very
high kind; but he had one ot those happi¬
ly constituted Intellect* which, across laby¬
rinths of sophistry and through masses of
immaterial facts, go, straight to the true
point. Of his intellect however, he had sel¬
dom the full use. Kven in civil cause* his
malevolen't and despotic temper perpetuallydisordered his judgement. I'o enter his
court was to cuter the den of a wild beast,
which none could tame, and which was as

l.kely to rage by caresses as bv attacks..'
He frequently poured forth on plaintiff*, and
defendants, torrents of frantic abuse inter-
mixed with oaths and curses. His looks and
tones had inspired terror when he was merely
» young advocate struggling into practice,Now, that he was at the head of the most
formidable tribunal in the realm, there were
few indeed who did not tremble before him.
Even when he was sobet hi violence was tuffi-
ciently frightful; but in general, his reason was
overclouded, and h»: evil passions stimulated
by the fumes of intoxication. His evening',
were ordinarily given to revelry Peoplewho saw him onlv over his bottle would have
supposed him to be a man gross indent] sot¬tish, and addicted to low company and low
merriment, but social and good-humored
He was constantly surrounded, on such oc-l
cations, by buffoons, selected for the most
part, from amonjr the vilett pettifoggert who
pectircd Wfort him. Tfceio men centered

and abused each other for his entertainment,
He joined in their ribald tall., sang catches
with them, and, when his head grew hot,
hugged and kissed them in an ecstacy of
drunken fondness. But, though wine seemed
to soften his heart, the effect a few hours later
was very different. He often came to the
judgement seat, having kept the court wai-[
ling long, and yet having but halfslept off his
debauch, bis cheeks on fire, his eyes staring
like those of a maniac. When he was in;
this state, his boon companions of the pre-
ceding night, if they were wise, kept out of
bis way, for the recollection of the familiar-1
ity to which he had admitted them inflamed
his malignity, and he was sure to take every
opportunity of overwhelming them with ex-1
ecration and invective. Not the least odious
of his many peculiarities was the pleasure
which he took in publicly browbeating and
mortifying those whom, in his fits of maud¬
lin tenderness, he had encouraged to presume
in his favor
The services which the government had

expected from him were performed, not mere¬

ly without flinching, but eagerly and trium¬
phantly. His first exploit was the judical
murder of Algernon Sidney. What followed
was in perfet harmony with this beginning.
Respectable Tories lamented the disgrace
which the barbarity and indecency ot so!
great a functionary brought upon the admin-1
istration of justice; but the excesses which
filled such men with horror were titles to the
esteem of James. Jeffreys, therefore, alter:
the death of Charles, obtained a seat in the
cabinet and the peerage. This last honor
was u signal mark of royal approbation; for
since the judical system of the realm had
been remodeled in the 13th century, no

Chief justice has been a lord of parliment.
TI1K I.AD1K "sAI.OO.N,

Two young country chaps lately came on

a visit to this city and wishing to display their
gallantry to the New York gals, they invited
a whole bevy.six in number.to go to Wei-
ler's in Broadway, for some ice cream. It!
was rati ci an uncomfortable party for two

young men to manage unassisted. Nature
never intended that one man should be beau
for more than one woman ; but when it
comes to three, it is enough to terrify the
strongest nerves. However, our two coun-!
try Adonises soon reached the saloon with'
their half-a-dozen fair ones ; and the girls,'
who were "up to the ropes," tripped glee¬
fully up stans. The beaux, in obedience
to an askant glance from those behind the
counter, stopped to order cream, and were;
considerably puzzled to choose between lein-
on and vanilla.the great staple of all ice
cream establishments.especially as the la¬
dies were not present to counsel them; but'
finally concluded to have, "some of both.".J
This matter being ended, they preprared to
follow their female friends, but their career
ivas suddenly stopped by the most prudent
]f the two, whose eye caught the sign over
the door." Ladies'' Saloon."There he stood
gazing wildly at the forbidden words, his
mouth wide'npen and his whole frame rigid
with astonishment and fear. At last, finding
words, he said to his unnoticing companion.'

" By gracious Josh, what are we going
to do ? They've gone into the ladies' saloon
.its only for the women, and we darsn't go
into it; they'll turn us out, aj sure as a gun,
if we go there, and take us up, too !"
"1 *wow, that is a fix!" replied his

equally disturbed friend. "By golly, we
can't go there ' I was reading t'other day
in a newspaper, where a man went into the
ladies' cabin on board of one of them steam-
boats, and they kicked him off the boat, and
said he was a brute!"
" Heavens and airth what shall we do ?

We can't leave the gals.that won't do..
We must wait till they come down. This
if the gentlemen's saloon. Tell the dark)
to bring our cream in here!"

In the meanwhile, the ladies themselves
where in a predicament They wondered
when the ices were placed before them,
that the beaux' did not make their appear-
ance, and waited their coming for some time,
until the melting cream gave them notice
that it wa'» necessary that it should be speed-'
ily eaten. They sipped and chntted and
laughed, and had a most merry time of it,
until thj saucers were cleared; and yet their
beaux had not made their appearance At
first, they thought some friend had.detained
them down stairs and they would be up pre¬
sently ; but the minutes, the quarters, and
the half-hours flew by, and they did not come
At !a ;t the conclusion was inevitable; theyhad been invited there, and their inviters
had gone off, in the most ungentlemanly
manner, and left them. Then there was
the greatest trouble to payfor what they had
vateu! Unluckily,it was rather a poverty-stricken party; the ladies not being so much
in the habit of carrying money with them as
the gentlemen. In vain Maria fumbled and
tumbled over hei* pockets.
" I have not a single cent!" said she.
" Her is three cents!" said Susan.
" I've got a five cent piece," said Jane.
" There's also a fip and a cent towards

it," said Mary.
" I've got iifty cents," said Sarah, who

was the millionaire of the party." i can't tind more than three cents," said
Catharine.

" Whv, that aint enough," said Sarah,
who, by virtue of her wealth, was constituted
"treasures*." " It's six shillings, and we
have only got sixty-three cents.what shall
we dor Maria hunt your pocket again.1""Indeed, I have not anything," said the
latter. " Dirty mean fellow! I did not ex¬
pect they'.! serve us in this way. Here's,
my silver thimble.give 'em thai until I can|get a shilling,. and I'll redeem it again, Ij
was never served so in my life.
" Well, we can't do anything else," said

Sarah, "rum the bell."
At the sound, the colored gentleman ap-!peared.
Here," said the spokeswoman, "we

want to pay for these six creams, and, as:
we have not got money enough, you'll take;
this thimble and.

"(.reams! niisv Creams all paid tor!"jsaid Cato.
Paid for Who paid for them?" in-!

quired the half dozen damsels, in a breath.
"The gentlemen, ma'am.gentlemendown stairs. / hey paidfor them two hours

"go, and have been waiting at the foot <>/'!the stairs ever since.2V. I', Papei
Cl'RIOMTIEIs7~

A plate of butter from the 'cream of a joke.'The last contract with the 'trade winds.'
' A small quantity of tar supposed to

have /been left when the Israelites pitchedtheir tents.
The original brush used in painting the

'sigrfnof the times,'
The apple of the 'eye of faith.'
A bucket of water from 'all's well '

Scrrs small coins in the'ckang* of the moon.

WASHINGTON, 1> C.
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"COKOUJCSSIONAI. IIKPORTING.
The Senate has had up before them again,

the subject of repotting ami publishing their
debates. All parties appear to agree, that
the exist.up mode of executing this work, is
full of imperfections
The fundamental error in the present sys¬

tem of reporting, we think, lies in the at¬

tempt »o give a verbatim account ot the de¬
bates. This cculd not be done, with per¬
fect justice to every speaker, even if a hun¬
dred of the most rapid stenographers in the
country were daily employed The thing
is one ol those impossibilities, which is inci¬
dent to human affairs. As well might a

painter attempt to c»tch and commit to the
canvass, the ever-varying tints of a clear
evening sky-

Public speakers, on the floor uf the na¬

tional legislatures of Fiance and England,
seldom or ever have cause to complain of
being misrepresented as to what they have
said. We are in the habit of regularly
reading the debates in those legislatures, as

reported in the London Times and Paris
Moniteur, and we do not remember a dozen
corrections of reported remarks, in us many
vears. The reason of this satisfactory result
is, that the system of reporting in these coun¬

tries it not a verbatim but an intellectual
system, if we may use the term. The re¬

porters are all men equal in point of capaci¬
ty, experience, and intellect to the best ol
the speakers, whose ideas they are in the
constant habit of seizing and reducing »o
form. To report the words of the speaker
is not their business. It is to report the
ideas, the thoughts of the speaker. The
chaff is discarded, but the wheat is gathered
and garnered. Hence it is, that in reading
the reports or the French and English legis¬
latures, we are never fatigued by a useless
parade of words without thought. The prac¬
tice ol stripping the debate of verbiage reacts

upon speakers, and the result is, that the
habit of speaking to the point is the great
aim of English and French speakers, and to
be heard, they must exhibit the possession
of this faculty in no small degree.

French legislators, with all their volubil-
ity and verbiage in ordinary conversation,
have been forced, by the severity of the pub-
lie reports of their proceedings, ,to speak to
the point with almost a mathematical preci-
sion. The same'remarks hold true, though
in a less degree, of English legislators, who
take part in the debates of Parliament.
We believe there is not a corps of report-

ers, in any country, better qualified to give
a perfect transcript of the id«as and thoughts
of a deliberative body, than that which is
now engaged in Congress. Their work
now is not intellectual, it is merely mechan¬
ical When, they fail to give the exact
words of a speaker, let him speak in a low
or high tone, with a rapid or slow enuncia¬
tion, they are set down as unfit for their du¬
ty, even though they are thrust in a comer

of a whispering gallery, away out of the di¬
rect sound of the spea'.er's voice Great
injustice is daily done to reporters. Their
business is equal in importance to the buii-
ness of the legislator himself The latter
enounces ideas, the reporter gives them a

local habitation. The one reaps the harvest,
the other gathers up the falling grain. It
should not be required of the reporter to do
mechanically, what it is impossible for hu¬
man hand to do. The public do not care
for the vehicle that carries a treasue. It is
the treasure that is sought after The words
of a public speaker are not the things of value.
It is the ideas which the words convey .
Let the reporter, then, be required to give
every idea of the speaker, and you ask of
him a practicable thing, if lie be a man capa¬
ble of uttering in debate himself what he
hears uttered A master teporter must be
equal to a master orator, in all the qualifica¬
tions which go to make up the latter.

But suppose Congress should determine to
employ a corps of reporters for both Houses,
to report the ideas and thoughts thrown out
in debate and in their proceedings, the next
question would be, how many reporters
would he necessary lor the labor, to enable
the printer to issue the reports in a printed
form early on the morning of the succeeding
dav. It would require twelve reporters for
each House, each of whom should sit fifteen
minutes only, so that the first reporter would
not be required to resume his seat until a

lapse of two hours and forty-five minutes
should have occurred. In that interval, he
would he able to write out his work, place
it in the hands of the printer, and obtain, if
he were diligent, some half hour's respite
from the labor of reporting, which exceeds
in intensity any other work that the human
mind can apply itself to.
The next inquiry is, as to the best method

of giving the widest publicity to the reports
after they shall be made. Upon this point
we shall enlarge in our next.

For the National Whiff.
mkxk an CI.aim*.

IIaht»ori>, Conn., Jan. 'i~, 1H4SI.
To tht Kditor of the Motional It'hlf,

| have repeatedly called the atten¬
tion of persons in this vicinity, who hold claims
against the Mexican Government, (and we

have quite a number here,) to your liberal
advocacy from time to time of their rights,
and especially to the article in your papei ol
23d instant.

You state correctly, that one of the main
arguments relied on by those who contend
that this government is bound to' pay the
unadjusted claims of American citizens upon
Mexico for spoliations up to the date of the
treaty, is, that in undertaking to discharge
Mexico from all liability to these claims leith-
out limitation, the United States assumed,
ai a necetiary consequence oj tuc.h act, the
obligation to do wVat Mexico wouldd other¬
wise have been bound to do, namely, to pay
icith?ut Knritali?* all such claims of our c;t-

izens upoti her for spoliations as can be
shown to be just.
Nor can the United Stated at this late

hour, in honor, raise new objections to a»y
of these claims, that is, objections that were

not set up by the Mexican Commissioners,
when such claims were before the board.
The United States, after paying a portion

of its citizens, the full amount of their claims,
with 8 per cent, interest, as they have done,
may, it is true, boast of their golden acquisi¬
tions in California.their rich and full " in¬
demnity for the past," and still withhold
from other citizens, their just portion' of this
same indemnity ; but the above argument
remains and ever will remain unanswered,
and Congress will have failed to discharge its
manifest obligations, until it shall have ad¬
ministered equal and impartial justice, in the
lull payment,and that without limitation,
of all the remaining claims which have been
or shall be, shown to be just against the gov¬
ernment of Mexico.
My purpose however, was not to endorse

your article or your arguments, this would
be superfluous, but my object, chiefly,'in ad¬
dressing you, was to say, that it would be
highly interesting to the claimants here, if
you would inform them what is, or what can

be said on the other side of this question.
The high character and justice of these

claims during the commencement and prose¬
cution of the war, seemed to be clear and
indisputable to the President, their amount
was recorded in the State department, and
well known to Mr. Slidell. What then was

the process, and what were the figures, by
which these claims are now so suddenly and
magically reduced from nine, to three and a

quarter millions.' Has the government tailed
to recover the much-talked-of " indemnity
for the past
Has the acquired territory cost more than

Mr. Trist was authorised to pay ? The re¬

verse is well known to be. true.
On what principle then is it now proposed

to turn off these claimants with one-third of
their demand ? Is thirty-three cents on the
dullar, the boasted " indemnity for the past,"
for which these creditors have waited so long?

Mexico was more honorable. She repu¬
diated such a settlement, and "proposed that
there should be no limitation of the amount,
us to this class of claims."

Mr. Trist acknowledges the obligations of
the government, and said " there was 110

danger of its being disregarded."
Who then is a party to this injustice ? It

is not the present Administration or its
friends, we trust. It is not a certain Hon¬
orable Senator from Fldrida, we know. Has
any Whig, from Gen. Taylor downward, ti

motive, political or selfish, in wronging these
claimants ?
The Chairman of the Committee on For¬

eign affairs, surely can have no axe to grind!
Who then is it, that proposes for the U.

States a composition with its creditors? Who
dares to declare our government to be bank¬
rupt ? Give us more light if you please, Mr.
Editor, and give us also a copy of the pro¬
test, said to have been read to the Senate,
while in secret session on the Trist Treaty,
and oblige your Connecticut friends of

Steady Habits.
For the National Whig

The Svhooi ruA School District American
Institute*

The ottfntlon of the people of the United States
is respectfully invited to the subject of establishing
the School and School District American Institute,
including an experimental and model farm; a garden
of plants, a teacher's residence; with such improve¬
ment# on the American Institute of the city of New
York, the National and Smithsonian Institutes of
the city of Washington, as may seem appropriate;with rooms for public meetings, for philosophical,electrical, and chemical apparatus; for a free library,
such as those of Massachusetts and New York, for
the reception and preservation of the newspapers and
reviews of the great parties which divide our coun¬
try, the State and county papers of the respectiveschools, Free Soil exponents, tne President's Annual
Message and accompanying documents, the Patent
Office Reports, and such others as Congress may
deem advisable; so that each voter may examine
thoroughly the great questions which agitate our
country.
In leisure hours, and it thrown out of employment,

access may always be had to a valuable library, phi¬
losophical, electrical, and chemical apparatus, and to
a pleasant place of resort for social enioymenl, as
well as for political, physical, intellectual, and moral
improvement.A mothers' and daughters' American Institute, on
American maternal, paternal, and juvenile code of
laws may be established for mutual improvement, to
aid in self culture, where the old and young may be-
coine successful learners and teachers of truth. And
so the mothers and daughters of our country will
have facilities for higher attainments than at present.

It is in times of great excitement that great meas¬
ures have been accomplished. Cannot tne time and
means which have been given to political pole rai-
nincs be applied to this purpose?
A number of landholders in Maryland, Virginia,

District of Columbia, &c., have offered to give from
one to two hundred acres of good land, to establish
State and County normal schools, and school dis¬
trict experimental and model farms, American in¬
stitute.", tSic.;. others, labor, materials, bonks, mo-
nev. Ac.

It' government be a great political, social, intellect¬
ual, mid moral partnership, will not the establish¬
ment of this measure greatly advance Its object !
My introducing mathematleul Instruments, philos¬ophical, electrical, and chemical .apparatus, much

valuable knowledge may be acquired f>y the children
and youth of our country between the ages of four
years and twenty-one; with the advantage of pursu¬ing investigations and experiments in the School
District American Institute in after life, greatly facil¬
itating the means of adding to human knowledge,
and of diffusing It. JOSEPH I.. SMITH.
Washington, Dec. 23, 1848.

Washington, December ?0th, 1848.
Dear Sir: -The Interest which we mutually feel

for the Improvement of our country, in its physical,
social, and moral condition, and the near relation in
which I stand to the citizens of your county will l*
considered, I hope, a sufficient apology for address¬
ing this letter to you.

I have long thought that there should be a public
Library in every county in the State, which should
be accessible to the humblest citizen. I mean not
to say anything upon the importance of diffusing in¬
formation among the mass of tho people. That is
known to every person. But I take leave to suggest
that au effort be made to establish a Library, under
proper regulations, slid I shall address a similar let¬
ter to some philanthropic citizen in every county ot
the district which 1 have the honor to represent..
There ate many valuable documents published by
order of the. Government, which should be bound and
preserved, and would afford important materials for
future history of the country, and valuable informs*
Hon of our relations with other countries. Such
documents I have distributed as generally as 1 could
amongst my constituents, since 1 have been in Con-
gresH.tny predecessors did likewise. Bat they are
not iu a condition to be preserved. And moreover,
as new fields are being explored by scientific enqui¬
rers, a greater amount of Information and facts will
be spread before the country by the Government,
and should be placed where every citlien can refer
to It. From time to time I have sent all the docu¬
ments of importance to the literary institutions in
my district, but they are not sufficient.

I ask leave to call the attention of your citizens to
the formation of a public Library. Let it be com-
menced~-one or two may unite, and at the next
meeting of the General Assembly, If it Is necessary,
the association can obtain . legal existence.

Ifyou will inake tho beginning, I will be hippy to |
make the first contributions to your Library, and
from time to lime will continue them. Be pliaud
to let rne hear u« noon as you have so fur organized
u to authorise ins to direct book* and counnunlca
tiens to your Library.
Accept assurances, of the tnpMt and regard, of I

your friend and fellow clllien,
J. O. CHAPMAN.

For the Nst.onil Wbig-
Messrs. Editorj In the notice which your paper

o! ihia morning containa of the Mecklenburg, North
Carolina, D< clararlon of Independence, the 20th of
May, 1776, it ii correcily staled that the Convention
met at Charlotte, In aald county, in conformity (a an
ordtr issued by ths Colonel qf Mecklenburg County,
but the name of the Colonel it not given. Juatice
to the memory of ao distinguished a patriot would
aeem to require the appearance of his name in euch
a connection. Allow me therefore, to aay, that,
Thomas Polk, whoae name appears among the
signer*, was that Colonel. Ho waa the father of
Gon. W u ham Polk, deeeased, of Raleigh, who
waa a gallant and diatlnguiahed officer during the
Revolutionary struggle.

I will add, that Kzekial Polk, whose name
alao appeara among the aignera, waa a brother of
Colonel Thomaa Polk and grand father of the Preal-
dent. He alao served in the Revolution, comman¬
ding a company of Rangers

Reapectfully, 4c., J P P
Jahfaby 31, 1&J9.

COKOBR8N.
SENATE.

Weomeedav, Janl'ahy 31, 1649.
In the Senate to-day, nfter the tranaaction of tile

usual morning business, the subject of the Panama
railroad, being the special order of the dny, was re¬

sumed, and discussed by Messrs. Webster and
Clayton in favor, nnd by Jefferson David in the ne

g.itlve.
'

When on motion of Mr. Dickinson, the subjcct
was postponed until to-morrow; nnd tho Senate
went into executive session, and soon after adjourned.

HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVE .».
Reports were innde from the severn! standing

committees.
'

Mr. Edwards, from the Committee for the Dinrltct
of Columbia, reported a bill to prohibit the introduc¬
tion of slaves into the District for sale or hire. He
moved that It be printed, ond referred to the Com¬
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union.
Mr. Wentworth eald that 11' the bill should be re¬

ferred to that Committee, there would be an end of
It. Ite expressed the hope Hint Mr. Edwards would
go with him, and pnas the bill at this session. He

ued that the vote would be taken now. It is per-
hups as good n bill as can be procured at this sea-

slon. It was his desire that the motion of Mr. Ed-
wurda be voted down, nnd that the bill be put on its
engrossment.
Mr. Chapman, of Maryland, rose to give notice

that he was opposed to this bill. When it should
come up for consideration lie would move a tutbstl-
tule.leaving the question where it entirely belongs,
vii: to tlic corporate authorities of this District.
The majority of the committee authorised the gen¬
tlemen from Ohio to report the bill, although there
were many amendments hurriedly made thla morn¬
ing.
Mr. Haralson, from the remarks made by Mr.

Wentworth, apprehended that If action was to be
taken now, it was not to be final action. The gen¬
tleman told the House that it Is as good a bill as can

be puaaed this session, evidently meaning that It is
to be followed up by other action. It is to be an

entering wedge, and ho moved to lay It on the luble.
Mr. Wentworth called for the yeas and nays on

this motion, and they were ordered. The House re¬
fused to lay the bill upon tho table.yeas 71, nays 117.
Mr. Smith of Illinois made a few remarks In reply

to the speech of Mr. Brown of yesterday.
Mr. Vennblu opposed the efforts of those who en¬

croach on Southern rights, and said that he would
rather encounter the soldier with a sword in hishand
than an assassin with a dagger.
Mr. Hudson repelled certain Imputations against

.he North, and complained that South Carolina hnd
Imprisoned colored citizens of Massachusetts.

Measrs. Rhett, Holmes, and Burt, defended the
law of South Carolina. It wn« n police regulation,
ond passed to prevent free blacka from going there
from the North to atir up Insurrection. A negro
brought there In a vessel is confined on shore until
the vessel t» ready fo leave.
Mr. Hudson resumed, and said that the bill waa

similar to that which existed In some of the South¬
ern States. (This, however, waa denied by aeveral
Southern gentlemen.)
Mr. Burt made a few remarks, ond waa followed

by Mr. Taylor, of Ohio, who reprobated all the
movementa to diaturb the harmony of the Union,
and declared himself in favor of the prohibition ol
the alave trade In the District. He, however dis¬
sented from the views ol Mr. Qiddlngs. Hie pero¬
ration was Impassioned in behalf of the Integriry of
the Union and Its preservation at Washington de-
aired it should be preserved.
Mr. Brown, ef Mississippi, followed and «poke

warmly.
Meaara. Brown, of Miealasippl, and Stephens,

of Georgia, terminated the debate, and on motion of
the latter, the Houee went Into Committee on the
Naval Appropriation Bill, and before any conclusion
was arrived at an adjournment took place.

imm . .I
The Taylor Ball,

We are ^quested to slate that the great Taylor
Bali will positively take place on Thur.--day evening
next, the 25th inst. The Hon. Hsnry Clay has
been Invited, and has consented to attend. The
Ball room will be adorned with a splendid painting
of Gen. Taylor scaled on "Old Whlleyi"..V. Or
leans Oect 23 ultimo.

Mr. Douglas, of Illinois, from the select Commit¬
tee of the Senate to which was referred the bill for
the admission of California into the Union as a Stole
reported on Mondoy a substitute bill, which la not
liable to the constitutional objection urged against
the original bill. It does not admit California os'u
State at once, without any preliminary organization,
but has a prospective operation, by which the Presl-
dent, so soon as he Is officially notified of the eslah
ishment of o constitution and a State government
n thai territory, shall Issue his proclamation declar-
ing California to be one of the State* of the Union
upon an equal footing with the original States in .li
respect* whatever.
The bill define.* the limit* of the proponed Slate.

It also designates the boundaries of another State to
be called I\ew Mexico, or by such other namo as tho
people thereof shall in their constitution adopt. This
State is to be admitted into the Union so soon a* a
constitution and a republican form of State govern-
ment shall be adopted by a sufficient number of ln-
habitants to constitute a State. In the meantime
the laws of the I nited States, so far as they are not
locally Inapplicable, are to be extended to the whole
territory both of California and New Mexico.
The passage of this bill, if it should pass, would

settU* in advance the controverted question upon
which the North and the South have formed a Sec-
tional issue. If it should not pass at this session the

Konle in California and in New Mexico would prob-
bly take the preliminary steps themselves, and

form S'ate Constitutions and apply for admission
into the Union as .States. Tim only difference is a
little delay. It is becoming quite manifest that
events have taken hold of the Proviso question, rent
it out of the hands of agitators, and put it In u fair
way for settlement..Ball. Airur.

. mm .

The political aspect of Mexico, if we may judge
by the tone of the papers, is continually Improving.
The papers which wehaveiust received, are a con¬
tinuation of the files brought us by the schooner W.
K. Cullis, on the 11th Inst., extending from the 27th
ultimo, and manifest the same evidences of the con¬
solidation of order in all the departments of the re¬
public. Their social system is as yet raw and dis¬
figured but it bears Mymptoma of amelioration in
the plans for the encouragement of Industry, and
the education ol the masses. A few years of peace
and the development of the abundant resources of
Mexico, will lift her from her present state of nation¬
al abasement, and rid her of the greater part of her
embarrassment..JV. O. Delta, Jan. 21.

i. . ^
National Inauguration Ball.

H
advertisement In another column contains the

list of Managers of the grand Ball which is to be
jrlven in Washington on 5th|Murcht In honor of
he Inauguration of Oeneral Taylor as President of
lh" Stated. Preparations are in progresswhich will render the fesllvltv worthy of the occu¬
lta, and the attendance will be both numerous andbrillimit Baltimore American, Jan. 31.

,
' !W,1 "toning could be done much

l"')lvld,,,' «n<»rprlse. I think that, if we
** T prM'' 01 thc country to

, business, Instead
2LH3 !° 'wo p»pers aa we now do, we
should get much better report#. I would remark,
ih. .tuc a I ,hln« " reporting accurately
in# whole of the debates and proreedlnge of thla
body never h»» been done, and, In my opinion, It
never will be iont..Senator Cmtron, Jan. JO.

The New York Herald has liter dates from Cali¬
fornia,Vhich udscrt dial the whole gold placer was

covered with snow a foot deep, and that It eaicnds
1U) miles to the noutli of New Helvetia.
Mr. Lemmon, an eminent merchant of Baltimore,

Is dead.
Samuel Jenkins, a negro, the last of Braddock'e

men, aged 115 yearn, la dead.
The last newe from Haytl, la the record of contin¬

ued revolutlonaamong 'he baibarian negroes.
The Canada'a news has unsettled the eastern mar¬

ker.
A heavy freahet and Ice bajflerb have recently done

much damage on the Susquehann&h.
The boya of Washington have recently been en¬

gaged In mutlhtlng the statue of Waihlngton In the
eastern Cupitol square.
The Pearl Fisheries of the gull of California are

Ukely to ba prosecuted again.
The Northern papers are very generally publishing

Mr. Calhoun's report on slavery,in ttlcnao.
Gen. John F.. Wool disclaims in tola ilia credit

cliiined for him of being the hero of the battle of
Buena Vista.
The New V ork H« r.dd gives a list of 99 vessels ou

their way to California, taking with them 6719 per
aons.

Dr. Cralgin, of Georgetown, U off for California,
with a large stock of medicines, by the steamship
Panama from New York.
The preperatlona tn receive President Taylor In the

Weatern towns, through which he will pass, are com¬

mensurate with the adinlrutlnn for him of the people
without reipeci to party.
The Ravels are In Savannah.
The bark Laura sailed from New Oileans, on the

22d lilt,, for Liberia, with 150 negro passengers.
Ship building in Baltimore Is very active at th«

present moment.
Domeatle goods In Boston hove advanced in price

from five to ten per cent., and :t further advance is
looked for.
Gen. Persifer Smith writes from Panama, that the

accounts of the gold regions are by no means exog-
cerated, that two millions of native gold have reached
Valparaiso already.
A lady of Boston received a lew days since, from

her son In California, $2,000 of native gold.
Cannibalism continues lo ngu In the Fegee la-

lands, mid It Is estimated that, In the last four years,
not less than 500 persons have been plain and euteii
at Vewa.

Capt. Elliott, of tlieCtuarter-master'n Department,
who died of cholera at Crucen, on the Isthmus, had
been married but a short time, when he was ordered
to California, and he intended to have taken his lady
with him, but was compelled, in the discharge of his
duty, lo leave her on a sick bed at New Orleans.
Three destructive fires at Baltimore on the night

of Ihe 29th ult.
Tho property of the United States sent across the

Isthmus, at last dates, was lying at Goguna for want
of mule carriage.
The gold fever has carried oil' thousands to Tali

forniafrom the west coast of South America, at Ijsi
dates.
A family of several persons were destroyed recently

near Corydon, Is., by eating of cabbage filled with
poisonous worms, boiled with corned beef.
Congress is lo be petitioned lo establish a line of

military escorts accrose the great plains of Missouri
Territory.

Burton, the actor, lost his fore-finger recently by
amputation, In consequence of a wound.

J. II. Cravens, Whig, Is the Free-soli candidate for
governor of Indiana.
A sailor la out In the Vnion In favor of the use of

the cat-o'-nlnu tails In the Navy, on the ground thai,
without It, no subordination could be maintained on

ehips-of-war.
J udge Catron, after argument upon objections by

Mr. O'Rielly's counsel, has declined hearing the mo
tion of Morse und others for an injunction, on the
ground that the bill should have been filed prior to
tho motion.
We notice that Mr. Clayton, of tho Senate, tins

lost a son, who died at H.ivana at the piemature ace
of 24 years.
The paragraph going the rounds, giving the list ol

patents Issued to the different States since 1790, was
taken from a report prepared by orders of Commis¬
sioner of ihe Patent Office, and not (rom a table print¬
ed by Ihe Gideon's, as represented.

From the Baltimore American.
Progress of the West.

The following Items, Indicating the growth and
prosiwrity of the Wen, will be read with Interest and
gratification. They ore derived from papers brouirht
by the last mail:

*

St. Louis..'The St. Louis Mercantile Library
Association Is In a very flourishing condition-much
to the credit of the intelligence and enterprize of the
people of that city. It has now 3000 volumes, occu.
muloted at a cost of about $4000.
Alto*..The Alton (Illinois) Telegraph publishes

a statement, which makes the amount ol the exports
k

endil,g ,he of Decem¬
ber, 8882,850 96. The editor estimates the whole
amount ot one million of dollars. The whole num-
ber of buildings put up during the year, was 59.24
of brick, and 35 frames.
Wheeliwo..James E. Wharton. Esq., has been

elected President of the Wheeling Board of Trade
I'"I},GT?N> Missouri..The town of Lexington,

In Missouri, which was deemed, a comparatively
short time since, to be on ihe outskirts of civilization
la rapidly improving In population and trade It has
now a population of about 2500. Among the new
buildings erected last year were two steam flour-
ill lis, a steam saw mill and a steam rope-w.ilk, three
brick churches, and a numbor of brick dwellings and
stores. During the year 1848 from 1,000 to 1,200 Ions
of Hemp were baled nnd shipped from thot nlace-
4,500 colls of Bile Rope; 800 hogsheads of Bacon-
rtWr Wh PM barrels of Lord; 30,000 bush¬

els of Wheat; 600 barrels of Whiskey, and a variety
of other descriptions of produce, such as Dry Hides
Beeswax, > lax Seed, H«mp Seed, 4c,, the value of
which was considerable.
Ohio..The aasessed cash value of real and Der-

aonol propertyln the State of Ohio for the year 1&48
was 9421,067,991. Thin valuitlon gives tiro hundred
dollars to each living soul ; or one thousand to each
family. Considering that thegreat mass of people
are farmers, living on the anil, and Ihot property is
in the main very equally distributed, this result
snows a condition of uncommon comfort.of active
Industry and Increasing prosperity. The number of
fcyre r«rr<»«e» «*ed was 50,964, of watches
60,302 and of piano-fortes 1936.

In all matters pertaining lo the duties of Ills office,
urn. Taylor will carry out his own principles, and
art upon his own judgment.and the country could
not have a safer reliance. We believe that like
Washington, he will discountcnance all sectional
jealousies and factions, and direct his efforts to the
promotion of the welfare of the whole nation. It Is
we think:, a most fortunate circumstance, that a gen¬
tleman has been elected to the Presidency at tills
particular period, who has had little or no connection
with parties and who is uncommitted on paiticular
mea»ures.-for he will be able to take a calm survey
of public affairs; the position of parties; the designs
of factions; and recommend the adoption of such
measures as, In promoting the general welfare, will
soothe and harmonize the public mind, and guide it
in the path of duty to the Union. We do not anti¬
cipate that any ultra measure* will be approved by
Oen. Taylor; and he stands pledged not to perpet¬
uate the spoils system, the great source of danger
to tne free institutions ol the country. He will sur¬
round himself by wise, discreet and patriotic states¬
men. and will endeavor to tread in the footsteps of
VVashlngton. We hope and believe that the nation
will have cause to bless the day which made General
/achary Taylor President of the United .States .
IJaltitnori Clipper* January 30.

11 . m
Responalhlllty of < oualffneea.

A decision of some interest, involving therein
slhUlty of shippers to their business agents, wos mode
a few days ago In the Circuit Court of St. Louis
county. Mo. Last spring, occordlng to the Union
of that city, a commission-house in St. I.ouls re¬
ceived from a large potk-pocklng establishment, se-

^ whi,;h 'hey advanced the
sum or»0 00, and shipped the merchandise to a firm
in IVew Orleans, then solvent. The New Orleans
house subsequently failed with the consignments on
hand; whereupon thecommisslon houseinSt Louis
demanded from tiiose to whom they had made the
advances, reimbursement for the sum advanced..
I his was refused, on the score that no instructions
had been given as to the disposition of the consign¬
ments, ana a suit was accordingly brought in the
Circuit Court by the commission' firm for ihe reco¬

very of the #0,200.
The evidence adduced as to usage was conflicting.

Judge Hamilton took the ground, that the position
of the plaintiffs was that of agents to a principal, and
that such agents were bound to act lor their princi¬
pals "to tho best advantage, without being liable to

personal lossep growing out of such discharge of du¬
ty." He fhore.'ote instructed the jury that IP they
believed the plaintiffs had discharged their trust faith-1
Fully, they were entitled to recover. The jurr found
for the plaintiffs.
There are now two of the finest frigates in the:

Narv at lha anchorage below ihe city: the Congress.
just from a cruize, (having come up from the Roads
on Saturday,) and the Raritan. bearing the broad
pendant of Com. WUkinaon, of the Home Squadron
on the eve of sailing on n cruize..Norfolk HtrM
January 30. |

(Situ Jnttlligtnrt.
We leurii.thot Coin. McKay died ut hia residence

In this city, yesierday morning at nine o'clock.
It will be rcmumbered by many that this gentleman

wan, by an act of Congress, appointed to command
the United States ship Macedonia, on her mission
to Ireland, ladcned with food to allay the bmlne that
visited that unhappy land one ysar ago, The mU-
aion he faithfully performed.and was rewarded Ijy
an appropriation of 110,060. Com. McKay, we be-
llcve, acrved In the Veneiuetalan nary wllh ciadu
to himaelf and to that country.
Police Rftpoar. Wednttday, Jan. 31..Whaster

.McNichols, of Scotland, want out early In tbe even¬
ing, to talc* a nocturnal tb.rmllan, loot.hie rtekon
ing, and waa obliged to run for ihe first light that pre¬sented Itself to hl« view.after Iacting sevsral time.
to avoid the Malls In ihe market, he made ths watch
houte harbor, and tun in. The harbor maeter, Capt.
Goddard, thinking the weather rather rough outalde,
Invited Wheeler to stop till morning -and Wheeler
not caring to put to soa In so dark a night, accepted
the offer, and In the morning, politely thanking the
Captain for Ms hospitality, made sail and stood out
lo sea again.
Benjamin ili&dmen, of Maryland, was out rather

lute ¦, when hit went home, the landlady refused to let
hint In. Hire was a fix Ben did not anticipate..
The night was cold, wet and dark; to atay In the
street all night, was out of the question.ha accord¬
ingly turned his step* toward the market house .
There the music of the cold hoarse wind mournfully
greeted his cars aa he plodded hi* way among the
deserted stalls. Every thing around waa dark and
dreary, and Ben felt as if be were alon* in the world,
and that morning ll^ht would never come. By ho-
key,' says Ben, and started at the sound of hie own
voice. By hokey, this Is all-fired awful,'.and then
looking Ilk* one who "ditCnl tread some marble hall,'
but forlorn and hopeless,gazed wishfully around,when
the light from the watch house windows met his
eyes. The ship wrecked mariner upon the bound¬
less ocean, may express Ills joy when land appears.
The traveller lost in thedrcary wilds ofan uncivilised
country, feels grateful when he is beyond the reach
of dangers and toll.but that light lo Ben's view, of¬
fered a haven of rest, and was as joyfully aought, as
ever traveller or mariner greeted home.for in feet he
was "knocking at the door" of Capt. Qoddard's hotel
for "outsiders." Bci. was delighted with the com¬
forts a soft plank and a warm stove afforded him.
ind In the morning, returned thanks ind departed.
Ouo Fellows' Funebsl..The members of Cen¬

tral Lodge and Columbia Encampniont, on yester-
day afternoon, paid Ihe last sad tribute of respect to
the remains of their late Brother, Mr. George Lsm-
bright. His remains were taken from his late resi¬
dence, on the corner 01 Ninth and I streets, to|Mc-
Kendree chapel, where a solemn and appropriate dis¬
course was delivered by the Rev. T. C. Reese, to b

largo and attentive audience. At Ihe close of the
service, the procession, preceded by the Marine band,
escorted the remains lo lliolr final resting place, In
Ihe Methodist Episcopal cemetery, north of the city.
We perceive thai our enterprising merchants,

Messrs. Geo. and Thomas Parker, have had, at their
own expense, a fine and durable foot way laid across

Pennsylvania avenue, from their new and splendid
store, leading directly to Brown's Hotel. This we
consider a broad hint to friend Brown, and aa the
Messrs'. Parkers keep none but No. 1 groceries, we
would advise Mr. Brown to step over,and at any rats,
if he has not done so already, give them a trial. " A
word," <f'c.

Sr. Vincent's Orphan Asylum .The Ladies
of St. Patrick's Church are holding a Tsa Party at
the Odkon, the proceeds of which' are to be appro¬
priated lo Ihe benefit of the Orphan Children of St.
Vinctnt't Orphan Asylum. An opportunity Is here
afforded to dispense a portion of the wealth and
comforts by which many of our citizens are sui roun¬
ded lo tho alleviation of the hard lot of the parent-
less children who are to be the recipients of the fa¬
vors of a generous public.
This (Thursday) evening, there will be a Vocal

and Instrumental Concert, at Carusl's Saloon
for the benefit of the poor of the city, under the
management of Ihe Ladles' Union Benevolent So¬
ciety. The vocalists are the four children of Mr.
Eberbach, the proprietor of Ihe "Columbian," the
eldest ten, and tho youngest four, years of age..
They will be assisted by their teacher, Mr. C. W.
Schuerman, and by Mr. Knop, the flutist.

There are many complaints about the delay In
lighting the city with gas, but these will soon be
removed, for we understand that "the works," will,
in the course of a week, be ready to supply the de¬
mand.

i^i .

The annual missionary meeting of the Ebeneier
Methodist Episcopal Church,at theNavy Yard, Will
take place on Thursday night, the first Of Februry.
Among the speakers engaged for the occasslon, Is
the Hon R M. Johnson, of Indiana.

Some rascal tried lo force an entrance into th e
.tore of Editard Simmt if. Son, last night. This
Is the second attempt that has been made on these
premises, within a few months.

^IrriDaU at tl)e principal Cjotels.
Brown's Hotel.

J II Khkwood Md W E Brashiers Texas
J W J Saunders do G Brlslow Md
W B Brooks do Dr D 9 Green DSN
T D Lauc.k do Dr Muss Va
D C Jenkins do Col Thrift do
B C Phcnlx do TR Dove do
O Bohrer DC T F Bowie Md
J T Osborn Pa E C Fltzhugh Va
J S Adams do \ J M Wealt do
J Charles do G A Hsdzeswell Pa

Coleman's Hotel.
(SY C. W. SLACKWRLL.)

B B Chambers Md ADavis Me
J J Speed do Mr Rodgers Md
A Prince do Miss E H Cutter do
.1 M Buchannan do C.H Carter do
Miss Perlne do H N Dox do
P S Crooke N V G I. Moon Va
E H Snulmer do F Barker S C
D P Marshall Ohio F Whitney Maas
F B Show NY W B Gowen Ala
E D Klchardson La

WiUard'a HotaL
W Bsrksdale Va Q C Devoe do
Thos L Hunter da Robt Wanmaker do
Mr Fitch N V J Q Hodgenan D C
Mai Camp Ohio H T Foot Miss
W H Hall N Y W L Helsenstein Wis
Mrs Hnll do L Paulding U S N
'2 Miss Hail's do

fSschanga Hotel.
R A Ash Va T S Moore do
O B Harding do J Roberts do
H F Woodward Ky S F Rouse do
L C Edlln Md A N Lawrance N 1
G W Gibson Va Ma| C James Dl
A h Drish do J W Patterson Vs
W G Verby do

Irving Hotal.
Mr Center D C O wSworth'N YL Walton Ohio CWt^)8 Mellert Pa

o r.n., HnS M Prund N \ c Conner do
J Keoch do

Unit** fttaUft Hotel.
O K C Allen V. "'"'W D C
v Hi,ten do J Davis do
H C Porter t» <" M F. Buchannan Md
V. K Hyde Va

Qadsby'a Hotal.
c S Fairfax Va R C Steward Va
Mr I'oole N C

,

WOBTH1NQTON 0. SNBTHBN,
FORMERLY SOt.lCITOa 0» TUB OENSRAI. LA»» OWOS,

attorxkv asd counsellor at law,
Washington, D. C.,

PnAfTISES in the Snpreme Uonrt of Ihe I'ptlsd States,
the ToS.o" th' uJrirt .nil of th. neighbor!- at.n%

tlv» Irani coiinsi-1 III hlsehsmhers, Pr"seruiM elaUna ».Jteiv description against tv.n*res. or aajr of theDepatl-
nirni.i ill Uovi mmcnt. sets aa lut'nl In piwurlag letters-
imtrnl for Intentions, snit Is preo«reit to execute
IieM rei|iilrln» the presence snd attrnllnn of counsel or
'tiff ni ni ihf neii of (OTfrnncnl.
try- offrp ni Ms riw«lllnf, No. 8 Aveno#, bf

iwecu 3 »n<l

DAILY NATIONAL WHIG
PUB!.I*H«D BV

C'HAIILRN W. fI*TOII»
Oflrrm-ponitf Jaekaon Hall. Peimtyhrania Artnu*.
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